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Proclamation 8252—Military Spouse
Day, 2008

May 5, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Military spouses embody the courage, no-
bility of duty, and love of country that inspire
every American. On Military Spouse Day, we
pay tribute to the husbands and wives who
support their spouses in America’s Armed
Forces during times of war and peace.

The legacy of military spouses began when
colonial Americans were fighting for inde-
pendence. Martha Washington boosted the
morale of her husband’s troops by visiting
battlefields and tending to the wounded.
Since then, members of our Armed Forces
have served our Nation accompanied by the
steadfast love and support of their spouses
and families.

While our men and women in uniform are
protecting our country’s founding ideals of
liberty, democracy, and justice, their spouses
live with uncommon challenges, endure
sleepless nights, and spend long periods rais-
ing children alone. Many military spouses are
also committed volunteers, serving other
military families and local communities. Our
Nation benefits from the sacrifices of our
military families, and we are inspired by their
courage, strength, and leadership.

On Military Spouse Day and throughout
the year, we honor the commitment spouses
have made to freedom’s cause. To learn
about ways to support our troops and their
spouses and families, I encourage all Ameri-
cans to visit www.americasupportsyou.mil.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 9, 2008, as
Military Spouse Day. I call upon the people
of the United States to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities and by
expressing their gratitude to the husbands
and wives of those serving in the United
States Armed Forces.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of May, in the year

659

of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:13 a.m., May 7, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 8.

Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo
Celebration

May 5, 2008

Welcome. Sientese. [Laughter] Laura and
I welcome you to the Rose Garden for what
is going to be a spectacular evening. We are
so glad you are here. Ambassador Garza,
thank you for coming. Ambassador Sarukhan,
thank you for being here as well. I appreciate
Members of the United States Senate for
joining us, Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives for joining us, members of my
Cabinet, members of the Hispanic American
community.

I want to thank the Mariachi Campanas
de America from San Antonio, Texas, for
joining us here today. After dinner, we are
so fortunate to have Shaila Durcal, who will
be singing for us. Hold your applause for
Shaila until after she sings. I will tell you,
however, that she has interrupted her honey-
moon to come to the Rose Garden tonight,
for which we are very grateful.

Cinco de Mayo is a joyous celebration. It
commemorates a joyful moment in the his-
tory of Mexico. It's when Mexican soldiers
defended their independence against what
appeared to be an elite and insurmountable
army from Europe. Nearly a century-and-a-
half later, Cinco de Mayo is celebrated by
Americans and Mexicans alike. After all, it
is a symbol of determination against great
odds, and it is a source of inspiration for all
who love freedom.

For me, Cinco de Mayo is a chance to say
that Mexico and the United States are con-
nected by more than geography. Sure, we
share an important border, but we're also
united by values, our love of family and faith
and freedom. We share an interest in making
sure our people are prosperous and safe.



